OPENING HOURS*

Open seven days a week
(except Christmas Day and New
Year's Day).

Summer (16th June-15th
September): from 10 to 20 pm.
Winter (1st November-28th
February): from 11 am

to 17.30 pm.

(Closed Monday except

Spring-Autumn

(1st March-15th June and 16th
September-31st October): from
10 am to 19 pm.

*Possible extensions, see the website:
www.castilodeloarre es

WARNING!

You are reminded that due to this
being a mediaeval building, visit-
ing the castle may pose some
problems in the form of narrow
paths, steep stairways, etc. You
are asked to be sensible: certain
places are not accessible to the
elderly and children should be
accompanied by an adult. Qur
staff are there to offer any help
you may require.

THE HISTORY

Loarre Castle, a Cultural
Heritage Site and National
Monument since 1906, was
built in the 11th century. It is
the most outstanding example
of peninsular fortifications and
the Romanesque building that

has survived to date is in superb
condition. It represents one of
the best examples of military and
civil architecture in Europe.
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“The most importanf Romanesque fortress in Alto Aragén and
Spain is the castie-abbey of Loarre”. Ricardo del Arco

The discovery of Roman and Iberian
coins in the vicinity of the castle has led
to the belief that the castle was built on
top of the ruins of the Roman site of
“Calagurris Fibulariensis”.

King Sancho IIl el Mayor de Navarra de-
cided to build the castle in 1020, annex-
ing it to his kingdom and turning it into
the bastion of his defence against the
Muslim powers. It is not until the reign
of Sancho Ramirez, around the year
1071, that fortification work is begun,
along with its current configuration,
and a religious component i1s added,
with the foundation of the mon-

astery for the Augustinian

friars

Upon the death of Sancho |

Ramirez, his son Pedro | |

builds Montearagon, the

principal house of the order

of St Augustine, thereby
relieving Loarre of its monastic pur-
pose, whereas the subsequent loss of
its use as a line of defence would follow
on as a result of such monarch advanc-
ing in his conquest of the region, with
the castle reverting to the Crown of
Aragon, which hands it over to lieuten-
ants and officers of senior rank.
From the 12th century onwards Loarre
begins to go into decline, albeit with the
exception of occasional episodes in the
history of the Aragonese Crown when it
still intervenes. It ceases to be involved
in the 15th century, and this has
contributed t original state
being well preserved, turning
itinto an attractive setting for
the cinema
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Tel. +34 974 342 161
Fax + 34 974 382 639
www.castillodeloarre.es

ITSTREASURES

The castle, an architectural work of art that
has survived the passing of the years, is
complemented by a large collection of
sculptures and paintings, which are now
kept in the Church of St Stephen in Loarre,
which dates back to the 15th century.

The small chest
of St Demetrius.
11th century.
The relics were
originally in the



O HOWITWASBUILT

1020-1035. Military for-
tress. The original castle
was built by order of King
Sancho Il el Mayor de
Navarra, which consisted
of the royal quarters, the
Chapel and the Queen's
Tower (the old watchtower),
the parade ground, the mil-
itary and servants’ guarters
and the Keep (the old flank-
ing tower).

1071. Monastery. An ex-
tension initiated by King
Sancho Ramirez, , to adapt
it to the monastic needs
of the Order of St Augus-
tine, with its paradigmatic
Church of St Peter.
1287. Walls. This is
the date given for the
construction of the
walled enclosure.
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